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Q. You have asked rich men to be trustees." Is it
implied that they should giv.e lip private ownership in
their property and create out of it a trust valid in the eyes
of the law and managed democratically*?
In answer Gandhiji said that he adhered to the posi-
tion taken by him years ago that everything belonged to
God and was from God. Therefore it was for His people
as a whole, not for a particular individual. When an in-
dividual had more than his proportionate portion he be-
came a trustee of that portion for God's people.
God who was all-powerful had no need to store. He
created from day ,to day ; hence men also should in theory
live from day to day and not stock things. If this truth
was imbibed by the people generally, it would become
legalized and trusteeship would become a legalized insti-
tution. He wished it became a gift from India to ;the world.
Then there would be no exploitation and no reserves as
in Australia and other countries for White men and their
posterity. In these distinctions lay the seed of a war more
virulent than the last two. *
Harijan, 23-2-47
" Many ancient Zamindaris existed long before the ad-
vent of the British and were exercising sovereign power,"
rejoined the friend, " as a product of ,the indigenous social
and economic system of a long standing. Don't you think
they have a title to continue their existence ? They are
trying their best to discharge a philanthropic function in
the shape of founding educational and social institutions."
" Anything that is ancient and consistent with moral
values has a title,to be retained," answered Gandhiji. "Per
contra anything that does not .conform to moral values
has to go. Wrong has no prescriptive right to exist merely
because it is of a long standing. If those who are on your
Zamindaris feel one with you and you with them, like